INFORMATION FOR FIELD CAMP STUDENTS

Schedule for the 2025 FSU Geology Field Camp is as follows:

5/08  	7:00 AM leave Tallahassee in department vehicles caravan. Depart from FSU main campus EOAS Building loading dock at 6:30am: 
1011 Academic Way, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida 32306
	We will take three days to get to Taos, New Mexico, visiting sites of geological interest along the way. The first night will be spent in a campground in east Texas. This is a required part of the camp, and some students have elected to follow FSU vehicles out in their private cars. Those that take private vehicles of flights must be in Taos, NM no later than Sunday afternoon 05/11 to meet the FSU caravan and head to the condos. We can pick students up from the Taos town square or hotel airport shuttle stop.

5/11	8:00 AM Field camp exercises start with a review of field methods, progress through descriptions of and mapping exercises in simple sedimentary and volcanic sequences, and end with analysis of a relatively complicated polyphase deformed metamorphic terrain. Timing of projects depends on a variety of factors, including weather, condition of vehicles, and performance on previous projects, so that a precise schedule cannot be formulated in advance. Students get approximately 1 day per week "free" to relax, do laundry, etc. Some projects will be sufficiently far from base camp and require an overnight camp at/near the field sites. In addition, a four‑day geo‑tourist trip into southern Colorado will be scheduled near the middle of camp and will require four nights camping.

Finished maps, cross sections, fence diagrams, and other descriptions will be due at designated times following the completion of each project. NEATNESS COUNTS but professional‑grade drafting is not expected. Projects will be graded and turned back as fast as possible.

6/17 	Leave Taos for Tallahassee. Arrive back in ~48+ hrs. If you are flying out, we can and will drop students off at the airport shuttle stop in the Taos town square. 

Grading for the camp is based on grades received on the projects turned in AND on an overall participation grade assigned jointly by the instructors. The participation grade addresses aspects such as enthusiasm, leadership, ability to work with others, etc. 

Students should be cautioned that May is early spring in the Rockies and the camp facilities are situated above 7000 feet elevation. Snow storms and freezing temperatures are to be expected during the first few weeks especially during the evenings. Bring clothes and camping gear for all weather conditions.  This includes warm hats, gloves, base layers, etc.      
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Equipment and supplies to be furnished BY THE STUDENT:
**Download and install all required software on FSU Geology Field Camp website: please make sure to download the appropriate versions for the operating systems you are running on your laptops. 
**Laptop Computer	(if you have technical issues with your personal one or would like to borrow a department one, please send Dr. Young an email ASAP as there are limited # of loaners available)
-calculator (or trig. tables)
*field notebook (hardback, water‑resistant, brightly colored; FSU will provide each student with 2 field notebooks)
-colored pencils
-field day pack: 25 to 40 L size (padded straps and back, leather bottom, recommended with a  rain cover)
*protractor (an extra is handy)
-engineering scale
-clipboard
-rock hammer (EOAS has hammers available to check out for free if you need one)
*hand lens (EOAS will provide each student with hand lens, but if you want a fancy one with LED light, etc. you can buy your own)
-marking pens (water proof)
-sample and supply bags (plastic storage bags)
-Canteens, Nalgene bottles, or Camel Back bladders (need at least 4 liters total) 
-insect repellent
-sun protection:  hat, sun glasses, sun screen, buffs, scarfs/bandanas (also good for blowing dust and sand)
-sturdy field boots (one pair required; second pair of light-hikers recommended)
-rain gear
-belt (to attach Brunton Compass, and hammer)
-chap stick
-first aid kit with blister care
-*sleeping bag + sleeping pad  	(EOAS has a total of ten tent kits to check out for free, just email Dr. Young to reserve one)
-*tent          				(same as above)
-*ground cloth   			(same as above)
-Head lamp/flash light		

Optional:
Digital camera         			(not required by any exercise, but you'll want one)
personal funds 		(most people spend ~$1200 for gear replacement, meals
                     		           on the road, snacks, souvenirs, etc.)

COMMENTS:  (Some basic rules and things to think about)

Camping supplies can be borrowed or shared (i.e. tents) or makeshift arrangements can be made (i.e. bring heavy blankets and sleep in vans). You may wish to go camping on the weekends, projects permitting. Boots should be of good quality hiking boots and already broken in. Boot socks should be heavy, such as Smart Wool (NO cotton) polyester socks – these will cause your feet to blister badly).  You should have several pairs of the wool blend socks. Two pairs of boots is ideal if you have them, so that the spare pair can be worn while the other dries out (snow melt, river crossings, etc.). You should carry your own first aid supplies in the field and KNOW HOW TO USE THEM (all instructors will have first aid kits on-hand in field settings). If you have special medical needs or allergies, you are responsible for communicating this to the instructors and your field partners. You should have with you the necessary remedies, and make sure your companions know how to administer medication in emergencies.

Firearms, spouses, camp rules and regulations:
Under NO circumstances will firearms be allowed in camp or in the field. You do not need them and they will only cause problems. Failure to observe this rule will result in dismissal from camp. 

Some camp rules are stated as "suggestions" (e.g. visitations) and are the result of our experience with what can help or hinder your progress in the course. Others are "LAWS" (e.g. firearms) and affect your safety. The "LAWS" will be made clear to you when appropriate, and blatant, intentional "breaking" of a "LAW" will result in your dismissal. Such occurrences are very rare, but we need to make it clear up front that your safety is our highest concern and, for that reason, we will not tolerate certain things.

Property Respect:
We will be residing in rented accommodations that are other people’s personal homes.  You are responsible for treating these premises with respect.  You are responsible for keeping your living areas clean and neat.  If you break or destroy any part of the property you are staying in you will be responsible for paying the cost of repairs (grades may be withheld until the situation is completely resolved with property owners).  There may also be some kind disciplinary action taken by the FSU administration.  Remember, these are people’s homes and they are kind enough to share them with us, please show your appreciation. Do everyone a favor (including yourself) respect your living space, accommodations, and others around so that everyone can get the most of this unique incredible capstone experience!






Personal and Instructor Responsibilities

FSU Materials:
Students will be supplied with Brunton Compasses, GPS units, and 2-way radios.  These items belong to the FSU Earth, Ocean & Atmospheric Science Department and are expensive.  We expect students to use these items with care.  You are responsible for the condition of the compasses and GPS upon return.  If you lose or break these items, you will be responsible for replacing them (again grades may be withheld until equipment situations are resolved). Know where your equipment is at all times. 

Fun and Games:
There will be days when you have free time.  Please feel free to explore Taos and the surrounding areas.  We only ask that you inform an instructor about where you plan to go, when you are going and when you plan to be back.  This is for your safety.  If you choose to leave as a group, please return as a group and do not leave any of your camp mates behind.  This also goes for mapping partners. You must remember that you are far away from home in an unfamiliar state, in other words, you are a tourist and shady locals can pick you out and may take advantage of you.  Care and caution are always a good rule to follow.  If you plan to have fun like an adult you are expect to behave like an adult and be in control of yourself at all times.  Your behavior reflects on our department and FSU.  We would like to continue leave a good impression for the Taos community as has been done for over 70 years of FSU Geology field camp students before you. 

GENERAL COMMENTS:
We expect that you will find field camp to be one of the most demanding and rewarding courses you have ever taken. It is intended to take the many academic sub-disciplines of the geosciences you have mastered over the last several years in an on-campus setting and give you the opportunity to apply them in a "real world" setting. We hope that this experience will produce in you the confidence necessary to tackle any geologic problem, anywhere. We look forward to seeing you in Taos.
